Renal Enlargement
Hydronephrosis. Polycystic disease. Renal cell carcinoma, lymphoma. Pregnancy.
In children, nephroblastoma - Wilm's tumour. Solitary cysts. Early diabetic nephropathy

Renal Biopsy

1. Establishment of the exact diagnosis, as an aid to determine therapy

2. To ascertain the degree of active (ie, potentially reversible) and chronic (ie, irreversible) changes

3. Mostly Useful

· Idiopathic nephrotic syndrome in adults before empirical therapy

· Idiopathic nephrotic syndrome in children unresponsive to glucocorticoids

· Rapidly progressive renal failure caused by glomerulonephritis

· Evaluation and follow-up of collagen disease, predominantly SLE

· Glomerular proteinuria of unknown cause accompanied by abnormal urine sediment or quantitative persistent proteinuria of > 1.0 g/day

· Persistent or recurrent glomerular hematuria accompanied by proteinuria

· Evaluation of renal allotransplant for rejection, cyclosporine nephrotoxicity, prolonged nonfunctional or recurrent disease

· Acute renal failure of unknown cause with normal kidney size and without obstruction

4. Possibly Useful

· Isolated persistent or recurrent glomerular hematuria with or without proteinuria

· Isolated glomerular proteinuria of > 1.0 g/day with normal urine sediment

· Nonnephrotic proteinuria

· Slowly progressive tubulointerstitial disease

· Unexplained renal failure with normal kidney size

· Kidney disease in pregnancy

· Evaluation of possible glomerular hereditary, familial disorders

· Diabetic nephropathy

5. Contraindications
· Uncorrectable bleeding diathesis

· Small kidneys (less than 9 cm)
· Severe hypertension, which cannot be controlled with antihypertensive medications

· Multiple, bilateral cysts or a renal tumor

· Hydronephrosis

· Active renal or perirenal infection

· Solitary kidney
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